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However, people's demands for increased transparency transcend the world of politics. In their daily lives, citizens are no longer satisfied with blind consumption, but increasingly look for products which are labeled with the origin and production standards, in order to feel that they are becoming informed consumers. This has triggered the emergence of fair trade, organic, and health labeling to convince consumers of the 'good behavior' of suppliers and producers. When two people share the same amount of information with regard to a certain topic, they are more likely to trust each other -simply because both sense that they could not be easily betrayed by the other as they hold the same power resources (i.e. information) (Hinnant, Rae Moon & Welch, 2004) . It is in this respect that transparency can improve interpersonal relationships, including between a consumer and a producer.
However, there is another side of the coin. The increase in citizens' demand for knowledge about consumption or governmental actions exists along with an awareness and concern of the amount of surveillance of citizens taking place in modern society.
After the attacks of 9/11, many people are concerned about the increasing demand for securitization. This can lead to a radicalization of surveillance, as conceptualized by
Bentham's project of the Panopticon or by Poster's (1995) development of the notion of the super-panopticon. In this sense, imposed personal transparency is often understood as the destruction of privacy, anonymity and freedom, making transparency the "mass murder of social life" (Time in the Shadows, n.d.).
The concept of transparency can be applied to nearly every domain of human activity. In the political sphere, voters strive to acquire as much information as possible about a candidate's proposed policies and, increasingly, about the candidate himself. In the economic sphere, job recruiters consult social networking websites in order to get a more accurate impression of possible future employees. The trend concerning the concept of transparency has also affected the pharmaceutical industry and the scientific community, both of which often seen to suffer from serious, non-transparent drawbacks.
Pharmaceutical companies are increasingly confronted with the demand to disclose information surrounding the procedures by which new medications are released to the market. Additionally, critical voices have been raised that the population is not sufficiently informed about adverse side-effects of these medications. This, too, is a domain in which the patients call for an expansion of transparency. Finally, even in the domain of development aid, the issue of transparency has taken root. Over the last decades, the focus has shifted from purely emphasising the importance of the transparency of providers of development aid to demanding that the recipients of this aid should also make their work more transparent. 
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In each of these diverse domains transparency is thought to provide the public with information in order to make reasoned judgements: be it information about who to vote for, who to employ, which medications to take, or which Non Governmental Organization to support. If people are sufficiently informed, the argument goes, they are able to hold political officials accountable, find more competent staff, and even punish mismanagement and corruption. As Bessire (2005) puts it, "transparency is strongly related to information -and information is power" (p. 429). There is also the problem that transparency could easily lead to an overload of According to Hood, this secretiveness and its devastating consequences have introduced
Transparency into the field of international negotiations.
On the other hand, the necessity for national governments to reveal information was initiated "in the interest of making international policy regimes effective" (p.12). This idea is supported by Joseph Stiglitz (1999) who argues that secrecy leads to increased domination over particular sections. This again results in the growth of power for certain actors (p.2).
Thus, the disclosure of information helps to balance the power between national and international bodies. On the National and Sub-national level Transparency the focus lies on the relationship between the government and its people (Hood, 2006, p.12) . On this level the need to make government information accessible for all citizens is emphasized as this gives people the opportunity to monitor the work of their government which "makes abuses of governmental powers less likely [and] also enhances the likelihood that basic social needs will be met" (Stiglitz, 1999, p.1).
David Heald (2006) establishes abstract conceptions which describe the direction transparency might take. "Vertical transparency" requires a hierarchical relationship between the actors involved and consists of "upwards" and "downwards" transparency, depending on who in the relationship holds the power to monitor the other. Transparency upwards exists where "the superior/principle can observe the conduct, behavior, and/or results of the subordinate/agent" (p.27). For example, this might occur when governments collect and store private data about their citizens. Nowadays transparency upwards is a highly debated topic, as more and more information about citizens is accumulated by official institutions. Transparency downwards occurs when a subordinate is able to observe their superior (ibid.). This would mean the ability of citizens to monitor the actions of their government, which could lead to a higher degree of accountability. "Horizontal transparency", on the other hand, refers to the relationship between contemporaries.
"Transparency inwards" occurs when somebody outside a body or an organization can access data from within this organization. "Transparency outwards" means that an agent from inside an organization is able to monitor surrounding organizations, which is "fundamental to an organization's capacity to understand its habitat and to monitor the behavior of its peers and/or competitors" (p.28). This kind of transparency is, for instance, Unidirectional transparency occurs when information of one actor is accessible to another actor, while the latter is able to secure his or her own information from intrusion from outside (Mayes, 2010, p.18). The transparent individual or institution is not only incapable of assessing another actor's data, but is often even not aware of the fact that his or her own information is accessed. In contrast, omni-directional transparency occurs in a "society in which the activities of private citizens, multinational corporations, and government are all becoming easier for anyone to observe" (ibid.). In this case, the data of every actor involved is openly available; hence no situation of asymmetry occurs. This is supported by Bessire 
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increase trust. In addition, an interested and engaged citizenry is crucial for transparency through e-government to be transformed into trust in the European Commission.
Although most often linked to politics, the concept of transparency extends into other areas of equal importance, such as the health sector. This essay, by Miranda Lindner, uses a case-study to illustrate the proceedings in the pharmaceutical industry and drugreleasing bodies, which remain -unfortunately -unaccountable and highly secretive.
More concretely, the study centers around the administration behind the approval of Prozac, the world's most widely prescribed antidepressant, for children and adolescents (1) 'Open Data', the idea that access to all data related to the interest of society potentially promotes development, can be understood as exhibiting transparency's mobilization potential, (2) Amartya Sen's approach to development is significant as it reveals that societal accountability must not be conceived as a static concept. Instead, it is to be perceived as being composed of what Sen calls the five human capabilities of "political freedoms, transparency guarantees, economic facilities, protective security and social opportunities", (3) taking the cultural context for transparency to mobilize recipients into account is inalienable, as case studies of Bolivia
